
What is 
Praxis? 
Praxis was formed in 
1990, sponsored by the 
Liturgical Commission, 
the Group for the 
Renewal of Worship 
(GROW) and the Alcuin 
Club. It exists to provide 
and support liturgical 
education in the Church 

of England. 

 

 

Affiliation 

The sponsoring 
organisations do not 
fund Praxis financially. 
The work that Praxis 
does is supported 
mainly by affiliation. If 
you are not an affiliate, 
why not consider 
becoming one? Just get 
in touch with the 
office—details on the 

back page. 

 

 

Website 

Have you visited the 
Praxis website? View us 

online at 

www.praxisworship.org.uk 
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Liquid Worship 
Tim Lomax invites us to go with the flow 

T hree of the top advertising slogans in recent 
years are: “Where do you want to go 

today?” (Microsoft), “It's everywhere you want to 
be.” (Visa) and “Have it your way.” (Burger King). 
Such slogans reflect how society embraces diversity 
and choice. I can’t help but think if we applied these 
phrases to our church services and acts of worship 
how might they come out? Maybe “You’re going 
where we want you to go today” or perhaps “It’s 
everywhere we know you ought to be” or how about 
“Have it our way”?  

This tongue in cheek comparison between church 
life and contemporary culture highlights what can be 
a gaping void between society and what we do and 
offer as church. Consumer society celebrates choice 
whereas church can stifle it, tending to offer 
conventional ‘one size fits all’, fixed order worship 
with everyone expected to sit in rows and do the 
same thing at the same time. Mission Shaped 
Church (Church House Publishing 2004) spells out 
the challenge to be church within society without 
being consumed by consumerism: 

To fulfill our Lord’s prayer for the Church (John 
17:15-18) we are called to be ‘in’ consumer society, 
but we dare not let ourselves be ‘of’ consumerism. 
(p10)  

Some commentators describe contemporary society 
as fluid, seeing individuals moving from one option 
to another in order to construct tailor-made 
relationships, leisure, work and religion. If this is the 
case, then perhaps we could begin to make 
connections with culture and introduce a little fluidity 
to our ‘solid’ acts of worship. Maybe we could begin 
to liquefy our traditions, bring diversity to our 
services and offer choice within our liturgies.  

The introduction to Common Worship makes clear 
that the frameworks for worship outlined within its 
pages are ‘…marked by diversity…’ However, is 
simply increasing the choice of fixed worship options 
in which all have to follow the same order really 
offering diversity in a way that society recognises? 
I’m not sure that it is.  Diversity would be allowing 
very different people with different learning 
preferences, different experiences and different 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Issue 8 - Winter 2005/2006 

T he new, complete Common Worship volume of 
services surrounding Christian initiation is now 

available in the shops. 

What does it contain? 
The book contains a combination of material, some 
of which is published for the first time, some of 
which is revised and updated, and some of which 
has been gathered from other Common Worship 
Volumes. 

Firstly, there are the services of initiation that first 
appeared (in their unamended form) in Common 
Worship: Initiation Services, along with the full range 
of alternative and seasonal provision: 

 Baptism 

 Confirmation 

 Re-affirmation of Baptismal Faith 

 Reception into the Communion of the Church of 
England. 

There are two substantial sections of new material: 

 Rites on the Way 

 Reconciliation and Restoration. 

There are some services that first appeared in 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the 
Church of England: 

 Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism 

 A form for the Corporate Renewal of Baptismal 
Vows.  

There are some services that first appeared in the 
Pastoral Services: 

 Thanksgiving for the Gift of the Child  

 A Celebration of Wholeness and Healing. 

A long process 
The collection has taken several years to come 
together in this form. The original proposal to the 
General Synod in 1994 was that healing services 
and rites of confession and penitence should be 
bound together with Baptism and its more obvious 
derivatives - Confirmation, Reception into the 
Communion of the Church of England and Re-
affirmation of Baptismal Faith. (The reasoning 
behind this is given in the introduction to the new 
book, in addition to other explanatory notes to the 
various services.) 

(Continued on page 2) 

The complete Common Worship: Christian Initiation is published 
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It became clear from the outset at Synod 
that this task would have to be attempted 
in steps because it was so huge 
(somewhat appropriate for the ‘staged 
rites’ approach that Common Worship 
propounds). Thus the various components 
of this new book have seen the light of day 
at different points in the production of 
Common Worship. 

Of immediate interest 
Due to their newness, services of most 
immediate interest to readers will probably 
be the ‘Rites on the Way’ and 
‘Reconciliation and Restoration’.  Also new 
is an innovative form for Baptism and 
Confirmation in the context of a vigil 
service.  There is a great deal to discover 
within this book and, whilst not all of it will 
suit all circumstances, most people will 
find something here to meet a need or 
opportunity. Not only would ministers – lay 
and ordained - be well advised to take a 
good look at what the book contains, they 
might also consider using some of this 
liturgy for the first time.   

Up to date  
Initiation Services (published in 1998) was 
amongst the first fruits of Common 
Worship and was harvested before days 
of experimentation in the parishes. Close 
followers of liturgical developments will 
remember that several changes were 
made to these services by the General 
Synod subsequent to their authorisation, 
in the light of use and experience. These 
amendments found their way into the main 
volume of Common Worship, but Initiation 
Services (1998 - the green book) has 
contained some out of date notes and 
rubrics ever since. Christian Initiation both 
contains the full provision and is 
completely up to date.  

If you still have a copy of the original 
Initiation Services, however, don’t throw it 
away - it may still come in useful. It 
contains ‘worked-out’ services in a greater 
range of combinations than are included in 
Christian Initiation. You simply never know 
when you might need the sample service 
in Initiation Services that includes every 
potential category of candidate! 

Familiar material  
The Pastoral Services and Services and 

Prayers for the Church of England were 
both published in 2000, and readers will 
be familiar with the material taken from 
these, although they will discover that both 
the ‘Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism’ and 
the ‘Form for the Corporate Renewal of 
Baptismal Vows’ are now presented as 
fully worked-out examples. 

Further detail 
Christian Initiation is published by Church 
House Publishing, 2006 at £25.00 
(hardback). 

A more substantial exploration of the new 
material in ‘Rites on the Way’ and 
‘Reconciliation and Restoration’ can be 
found in issues 7 and 4 of Praxis News of 
Worship. These articles are also on the 
Praxis website 
(www.praxisworship.org.uk). 

Editor 

Common Worship: Christian Initiation
(Continued from page 1) 

Douglas Jones died at the age of 86 at 
the end of December 2005. A major part 
of his working life was as a teacher of 
theology in Durham, including 21 years as 
Lightfoot Professor, and consequently 
canon-professor at the cathedral. I think 
he was more known as an Old Testament 
scholar than as a liturgist, though he was 
always on record for a penetrating review 
he did in The Journal of Theological 
Studies  in 1955 of Jeremias’ Eucharistic 
Words of Jesus, criticizing the 
understanding of anamnesis that 
characterized that book.  

He represented Durham University on 
General Synod in the 1970s, and became 
prolocutor of the Lower House of the 
Convocation of York in the 1975-80 
quinquennium (and was thus also on the 
Standing Committee of Synod). In that 
position he was asked to chair the 
Revision Committee on the ASB Ordinal. 
This he did with great efficiency, and in 
concert with his own bishop, John 
Habgood, who was also on the 
Committee (I think we met six times in 
four weeks in September-October 1977 – 

In Memoriam - Douglas Jones 

One weekday in Advent a friend and I 
went Christmas shopping in Oundle. 
We’d never been in the church before, 
so we went in, but as Christmas tourists 
rather than worshippers. It was a 
beautiful church, with the added bonus 
of ‘welcomers’ and of a Christmas cards 
and wrapping paper stall in one of the 
transepts. But the best thing we found 
was the ‘Advent Journey.’  

Our interest was first raised by the 
footmarks on the floor! Then we found 
the leaflet guide inviting us to travel to 
Bethlehem with Mary and Joseph. We 
set off for the first of six stations – a 
suitcase full of stones.  This station with 
its scripture verse encouraged us to 
‘travel light’ – to say a prayer of 
confession, and take out a stone from 
the suitcase.  

We continued the journey via the various 
stations (Chill!; A wish list; No room; I 
believe, help my unbelief; We’ve arrived) 
each offering a symbolic activity to be 
prayerfully engaged with 
(water;Christmas tree wish list cards; 
healing oil; a candle; and a box of 
assorted Christmas cards – find the holy 
family amongst the seasonal periphera). 
We left Oundle church with wrapping 
paper and cards, yes, but with so much 
more – the spiritual gifts that had been 
given to us through our engagement with 
that simple seasonal liturgical prayer 
walk that had been prepared for us to 
walk in.    

Further correspondence with the curate 
who had devised the walk (the Revd 
Linnet Smith) elicited the information that 
a similar Lenten ‘Journey to the Cross’ 

A Walk on the Advent Side 

had also been set up. These walks are 
wonderfully welcoming ways to turn 
‘tourists into pilgrims.’ We are now 
thinking of how we might do something 
similar in our churches. 

Anne Horton 
Rector of Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves 

and Swithland, Leicestershire 

and we produced a much cleaner result 
than either the Commission or the 
Revision Committee has recently done on 
the way to the Common Worship  
Ordinal…). 

To everyone’s surprise in 1981 the 
Archbishops appointed him as chair of the 
Liturgical Commission  (after Ronald 
Jasper’s retirement). He was not a bishop, 
not a liturgist, and by then not on Synod 
(York Convocation were pressed to co-opt 
him, but they took their time, in order to 
show they were not acting under 
pressure). On the Commission his main 
agenda appeared to be how to make an 
honest woman out of Durham cathedral 
which was, if I understood aright, using 
some variant on the interim rite which was 
arguably not quite legal. Certainly his heart 
often appeared to lie more with ‘traditional 
language’ liturgy than with new drafting. 
Nevertheless, he took in fairly good part 
the efforts of the Commission members to 
keep him facing forwards, and he enabled 
the production of the Lent – Holy  Week – 
Easter services from that Commission, and 
got the principle of inclusive language 
entrenched for all further drafting. The five 
years were not highly productive, but they 
may well have been seminal. He retired 
from the Commission, from Synod, and 
from Durham in 1985. He might just get a 
footnote in future histories of Anglican 
liturgy.  

Colin Buchanan 
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expectations to have a degree of choice 
within the framework of worship. To have 
a say in the route they take through the 
worship, to have options for the parts of a 
service they journey through. Now that’s 
diversity! Solid then becomes fluid –
‘Liquid Worship’ in which people are free 
to move between the options for worship 
when and how they choose. 

This is not to say that solid or fixed forms 
of worship do not have their place.  For 
many, solid worship provides an oasis of 
order within a world of bewildering choice. 
But it may be that Liquid Worship has a 
significant part to play in the missionary 
church, opening up windows into worship 
simply by connecting church with 
consumer culture. 

Zones and spaces 
So, what does Liquid Worship look like? 
As the title suggests, it is a fluid worship 
environment.  Instead of assuming that 
worshippers are all the same, Liquid 
Worship recognises difference and aims 
to combine diversity with a community 
experience. It is made up by a number of 
optional zones or spaces. Each zone 
houses a different aspect, theme or 
dimension of worship (e.g. Intercession, 
Thanksgiving, Confession). They combine 
to create the overall worship journey. 
Worshippers are free to travel around 
some or all of the worship zones at their 
own pace. Liquid Worship can be creative 

or formal, simple or grand. The important 
principle is the fluidity, choices catering for 
diversity – allowing worshippers to 
connect with God in ways that are 
appropriate for them at that time.  

Liquid Licensing 
Liquid Worship is a fresh expression of 
church that is being used increasingly as 
a tool by those seriously engaging with 
the missionary challenge of being church 
in a consumer society. Take fresh 
expression church C3 in Stockport, for 
example.  In November of this year Tony 
Ward was licensed to C3 within a Liquid 
Worship event.  

Starting off 
Liquid Worship can be applied to any local 
setting. Here are a number of straight-
forward ways that it can be introduced to 
your own church community:  

 Introduce fluidity into existing worship.  
You might introduce a more flexible feel 
into a conventional, ‘one size fits all’ 
service by suggesting that people do 
not have to do the same thing at the 
same time. For example, ‘Please stand 
or sit to sing the next hymn/song as 
you feel appropriate’.  

 

 Liturgical texts can be liquefied; 
worship spaces housing the various 
aspects of formal liturgies (e.g. 
Preparation, confession) can be offered 
with worshippers free to visit them as 
they choose. A play on this approach 

Liquid Worship 
(Continued from page 1) 

Liquid Worship for Mothering Sunday - an example 

 

Gathering  Welcome and explanation of the service - 5 minutes 

Sung Worship  5 minutes 

Ice breaker Icing a cake for your Mum or someone who is special to you - 10 minutes 

 Drinks and doughnuts might be shared before moving off to the zones. 

Liquid Worship zones   

 Worshippers are free to visit zones in whatever order they choose - 30 

 minutes of activities, rituals, liturgy, prayers, reflections and other creative 

 ideas exploring: 

 Good things (blessings).  Mums, children, friends, community.  For example, writing 

or drawing good things onto fruit to be pinned to a tree of good things.   

 Finding Nemo.  Watch a clip of the film exploring the themes of parenting and 

linking them with how God is parent to us all.  For example, Nemo’s Mum gave her 

life so that he might live and Marlin, Nemo’s Dad, does everything within his power to 

rescue and save his son from being imprisoned in the Dentist fish tank. 

 Loss.  Loss of loved ones, friends, dreams, jobs, pets, health. For example, memory 

jars – coloured chalk powder used to represent aspects of what is lost (e.g. character 

traits of a lost loved one).  Coloured powders are poured into the jar.  A card tag is 

written to note what the colours represent and this is attached to the jar. 

 Abused mothers.  For example, a Women’s Aid video.  Light a candle for those 

suffering abuse.  Make a card of support to a family in a safe house. 

 God as parent (Parenting attributes of God).  For example, reflection and discussion 

inspired by Rembrandt’s The Return of the Prodigal Son.   

 Hope.  For example, prayers of hope, planting a seed. 

Sung Worship  During which gifts are given - 5 minutes                    

Closing prayer and Blessing 

would be to make room for more 
diversity by offering a variety of liturgical 
styles within each space (e.g. BCP, 
Common Worship, Celtic).  

 One aspect of a liturgy can be liquefied.  
For instance why not offer a choice of 
ways to share The Peace or offer a 
number of versions of the Bible reading 
e.g. NIV, Good News, Dramatised 
version or Telling Tales version 
(published by CPAS).  

 Liquid Worship lends itself perfectly to 
alternative styles of worship that have 
been around for years - Multimedia, 
multi-sensory worship, drawing 
resources eclectically from Christian 
traditions, and popular culture. 

 A major festival or event could be 
liquefied. St. Mary’s, Luton have done 
this for the last three years as an 
alternative to the traditional Good Friday 
meditation. A choice of worship spaces 
exploring a Good Friday theme was 
offered within a three hour time scale. 
The success of the event was evident 
from the first year when instead of 
about 50 worshippers attending, over 
250 turned up. 

 Liquefy a regular service. This can be 
done simply by putting the elements of 
a normal service into liquid mode or by 
offering worship spaces exploring a 
specific theme. A regular service that 
may benefit from a Liquid Worship 
makeover is the all-age service. It is a 
tricky thing to meet the diverse needs of 
an all-age congregation. Take 
Mothering Sunday, for example. Instead 
of attempting to meet the needs of 
everyone with one fixed act of worship 
why not liquefy the worship and offer 
worship spaces that cover more of the 
meaningful themes and aspects of 
Mothering Sunday? (An example of this 
can be found in the adjacent box.) 

From time to time CPAS provides Liquid 
Worship and All-age Church training 
events. For further information, see the 
events section of the CPAS website or 
contact Jane Wigman (01926 458418 or e-
mail jwigman@cpas.org.uk). 

Further detailed ideas for Liquid Worship 
and theological discussion on the issues 
raised can also be found in the Grove 
Booklet W181, Liquid Worship 2004 by 
Tim Lomax and Michael Moynagh. 

Tim Lomax is also the author of the 
Freedom within a Framework book series 
(Kevin Mayhew), and is currently training 

for ordination. 
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Musical News 

A regular feature of articles and the latest news of music and worship  

edited by Anne Harrison 

S everal opportunities for refreshment 
and musical inspiration can be found 

in the 2006 programmes from Scargill 
House (Yorkshire) and Lee Abbey 
(Devon). These include: 
 

  ‘Music in our lives’, a weekend with 
songwriter and music therapist Adrian 
Snell (February 24-26, Lee Abbey) 

 a weekend singing Bach’s St John 
Passion with Geoff Weaver  
(March 17-19, Scargill House) 

 ‘The Earth and all its People’, a 
weekend with John Bell  
(May 5-7, Scargill House) 

 ‘Music and Media for 21st Century 
Mission’, a Monday to Friday course led 
by Peter Gunstone and Dave Hopwood 
(June 19-23, Lee Abbey) 

 ‘Jail Break’, two chances to learn and 

perform Roger Jones’ latest musical 
based on the story of Paul and Silas 
(August 5-12, Lee Abbey; August 19-
26, Scargill House) 

 
For further details, visit the websites of the 
two retreat centres 
(www.scargillhouse.co.uk and 
www.leeabbey.org.uk) or ring 01756 760 
234 (Scargill House) or 0800 389 1189 
(Lee Abbey). 
 
Further north, the Wild Goose Resource 
Group and friends will be leading a week 
on Iona, Let the World in Concert Sing 
(August 12-18). The WGRG office in 
Glasgow can supply details (0141 332 
6343). 
 
The Hymn Society of Great Britain and 

Ireland will hold its annual conference this 
year in Guildford (25-27 July). The Society 
is celebrating its seventieth anniversary, 
and the programme also acknowledges 
both the centenary of The English Hymnal 
and the eightieth birthday (later this year) 
of the Rt Rev Timothy Dudley-Smith, one 
of the UK’s finest hymn-writers. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury will give the 
closing address. 
  
For details of membership, visit the Hymn 
Society’s website 
(www.hymnsocietygbi.org.uk) or contact 
the Secretary, the Rev Robert Canham 
(01524 66740). 

T he English Hymnal was published on 
Ascension Day in 1906, and a number 

of lectures and other events will be taking 
place during the coming year to mark its 
centenary.  

Commemorative book 
A volume of commemorative essays, 
sponsored by the English Hymnal 
Company, has already been published by 
Canterbury Press: Strengthen for Service 
– 100 Years of the English Hymnal 1906-
2006 was edited by Alan Luff and has a 
foreword by Rowan Williams. The 

contributors include musicians, 
hymnologists and historians. 

Martin Draper (Chairman of the English 
Hymnal Company and a former curate of 
the church in Primrose Hill, which was the 
hymnbook’s birthplace) has provided a 
chapter surveying English Hymnal revision 
from 1950 to the present day. This gives 
the background, among other things, to 
The New English Hymnal (1986) and 
describes the process which will lead to 
the publication of a supplementary volume 
during 2006. This will contain 

approximately fifty hymns, a selection of 
responsorial psalms and canticles, and 
settings of liturgical texts. 

Information about some of the centenary 
events which will celebrate the 
achievements of those responsible for The 
English Hymnal (notably Percy Dearmer 
and Ralph Vaughan Williams) can be 
found on the website 
www.newsofhymns.co.uk (in the ‘News’ 
section). 

The English Hymnal—centenary celebrations 

The ‘Gloria’ in verse 

O n some occasions it may be 
appropriate to sing a metrical 

paraphrase of the Gloria in excelsis and a 
number of authors have attempted 
versions of this ancient liturgical text. One 
of the most successful is Christopher Idle; 
his ‘Glory in the highest to the God of 
heaven’ has been included in a number of 
hymnbooks, among them Common 
Praise, the Irish Church Hymnal (OUP, 
2000) and The New English Hymnal. It is 
often sung to the tune ‘Cuddesdon’, but it 
also fits Elgar’s melody more commonly 
sung as ‘Land of hope and glory’ (not a 
tune to be used without careful thought as 
to its associations). 

‘All glory be to God on high’, a paraphrase 
produced in 1981 by Timothy Dudley-

Smith (his second version of the Gloria), 
also appears in Common Praise; it is 
paired there with a 16th century German 
melody, but it works well with ‘Repton’ (the 
well-loved music originally from Parry’s 
oratorio Judith, now known as the tune to 
‘Dear Lord and Father of mankind’). 

Michael Forster’s versification, ‘Glory to 
God in highest heav’n’, appears with a 
Long Metre tune by Stanley Vann 
(‘Wansford’) in the Irish hymnal mentioned 
earlier. The way in which the stresses of 
the text fall in Forster’s four verses would 
make it hard to find a suitable alternative 
melody. 

 
A dance-like setting by Barbara 
Rusbridge, using a Hebridean folk melody, 

can be found in Cantate (a collection of 
short songs from Decani Music reviewed 
in Issue 6 of PNOW). This has a refrain 
using the Latin words ‘Gloria in excelsis 
Deo’ and verses which can be sung by a 
soloist, a group or the whole assembly. 

Doug Chaplin has tried out his own 
metrical Gloria, ‘Glory to God, let bells of 
heaven be rung’, in his parish in 
Worcester diocese; his verses are sung to 
‘Sine Nomine’ (one of the tunes written by 
Vaughan Williams for The English Hymnal 
a century ago). If you would like to see the 
text, contact Doug by e-mail 
(doug@actually.me.uk). 

Musical breaks Hymn Society conference 
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Y ou will find a book review 
below by Rosalind Brown; she 

is one of three hymnwriters whose 
work is included in Sing! New Words for 
Worship, a collection originally published 
by Sarum College Press in 2004, but now 
to be promoted and distributed by 
Canterbury Press. The other hymn texts 
are by Jeremy Davies (Canon Precentor at 
Salisbury Cathedral) and Ronald Green, 
who also edited the book.  

Most of the fifty-seven hymns are paired 
with well-known tunes, but in some cases 
Ronald Green has provided new music for 
his own words and there are several other 
recently composed hymn-tunes. One of 
Jeremy Davies’ texts, for example, was 
written for the Southern Cathedrals 

Festival in 2003 and is set to the music 
which Barry Ferguson composed, a tune in 
87 87D metre with the name ‘Natalis’. 

Rosalind Brown has not only written 
hymns (including ‘Ring the bells and sing 
the story’ which was highly placed in a 
Millennium competition run by St Paul’s 
Cathedral) but has also written about 
them. Her Grove booklet How Hymns 
Shape our Lives (No.78 in the Spirituality 
series) was published in 2001 and is full of 
thought-provoking material. She was also 
a contributor, as mentioned in our previous 
issue, to a book published last year by 
SPCK, Spirituality in the City, edited by 
Andrew Walker. 

 

T he MWF’s programme of regional 
training events continues during 2006 

with workshops entitled ‘Small is beautiful, 
‘Free to fly!’, ‘Create!’ and ‘Laughter and 
tears’. John Bell will be exploring the 
psalms in Loughborough (11 March), 
Bristol (13 May) and Woking (11 
November). Leaders of other events 
include vocal expert Helen Kucharek and 
the CMS National Youth Co-ordinator, 
Jonny Baker. 
 
The summer school which the MWF 
usually runs with the London School of 
Theology will not be happening this 
year.Instead there will be several short 
music courses. Further information about 
these and the regional events will be 
found on the Foundation’s website 
(www.mwf.org.uk). If you would like to 
know more about membership, contact 
Granville Lovat,  MWF Administration, 8 
Silverdale, Fleet, Hants, GU52 7TT (Tel: 
01252 614604; e-mail: 
admin@mwf.org.uk). 

A  musical idea for Holy Week: Marty 
Haugen has written additional verses 

for the hymn ‘What wondrous love is this’ 
which can be sung on Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and at the Easter Vigil. He 
has also arranged the hymn’s American 
melody, providing four-part harmony and 
a descant, a keyboard accompaniment 
with optional guitar chords, and a part for 
a bass instrument such as a cello.  

The music is available as a single item 
from GIA Publications (G-3544) or as part 
of the Lent and Easter collection 
Wondrous Love (G-3536). Both can be 
obtained from Decani Music, Oak House, 
70 High Street, Brandon, Suffolk, IP27 
0AU (Tel: 0845 456 8392; E-mail: 
sue@decanimusic.co.uk). 

Music and Worship Foundation 

‘Wondrous love’ T he author describes his purpose in 
writing this book as different from that 

in his more academic books. Here he tries 
to leave aside historical and formal matters 
and to listen (his italics) to what the hymn 
is saying, to surrender to it, and to avoid 
either paraphrasing it or preaching. He has 
chosen thirty well-known hymns, many of 
them from the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, with a strongly British and 
Anglican provenance. Having said that, 
Watts gets two entries (the only other 
multiple entries are Charles Wesley’s 
three, and Neale’s two as translator) and 
the time span covers Fortunatus to Dudley
-Smith. He writes as a hymn-lover who 
wants to pass on what he has heard to 
others. 

In this he largely succeeds and the book is 
accessible to a wider audience than his 
more scholarly works. It also contains 
different material, so someone who has 
the Annotated Anthology of Hymns could 
find shelf space for this too. Watson’s 
passion for hymns makes him a good 
guide for a person exploring hymnody for 
the first time or simply wanting to know 
more about a particular hymn. The book 
could be a resource for preparation of 
sermons that allude to hymns sung in the 
service, whilst congregations and choir 
members may have their appreciation of 
well-loved hymns deepened by the 

reflections, most of which are four to five 
pages long. They provide a mixture of 
background information about the 
circumstances of writing, comments on the 
hymn’s structure, a more detailed look at 
some lines of the text, some biblical 
references, and some anecdotes about 
their use. There are also occasional 
nuggets that hint, with a hymnologist’s 
skill, at why a particular hymn or line 
‘works’. 

But this varied approach to the discussion 
of the hymns also gives the book a patchy 
feel: for some hymns the text’s voice is 
strong, but for others the stated intention 
to listen to the text is abandoned as 
background information dominates. Each 
approach is valuable but the lack of 
consistency detracts from the book’s 
overall cohesiveness. Despite the author’s 
aspirations, occasionally there is a 
tendency to paraphrase lines or to explain 
away the poetry; at other times there is 
rich textual imagery that goes unremarked. 
But overall this book is a welcome addition 
to the literature that will enlarge many 
people’s resources for engaging with 
hymns. 

Rosalind Brown, Canon Residentiary, 
Durham Cathedral 

‘New words for worship’ 

Book review 
 

Awake My Soul: Reflections on Thirty Hymns 
J.R.Watson  
SPCK, 2005 

£9.99 

Correction 

A pologies to Marcus Wibberley, Sub-
Organist of Portsmouth Cathedral, 

that we called him Mark in an article on 
diocesan music advisers in our last issue. 
Marcus will be continuing the imaginative 
training programme in Portsmouth 
Diocese set up by his predecessor, 
Rosemary Field. 

The article might also have made mention 
of the work of Robert Fielding in the 
Diocese of Salisbury, funded by the 
Tindall Trust. Robert is the Director of 
Music at Romsey Abbey and 
has a website  

While copyright licensing schemes are 
immensely helpful, there are still some 
occasions when one has to apply to 
individual copyright holders for permission 
to reproduce the words of a hymn or song. 
Recent experience in Durham (for an act 

of worship during a diocesan event held 
away from church premises) is an 
example: the fee for making 150 copies of 
one three-verse hymn was £4.70, while 
another copyright holder charged £14.10 
for reproducing a short song. 

A cautionary tale 
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The remarkable fact about the Alcuin 
Club is that its founders were all laymen! 
On 12 January 1897 Dr John Wickham 
Legg, Mr H B Briggs, Mr William St John 
Hope and Mr J T Micklethwaite met in 15 
Dean’s Yard, Westminster Abbey. The 
record of the meeting says that they 
decided to form a club: 

Promoting the study and use of the 
Book of Common Prayer, by the 
publication of Tracts and other works 
that may seem desirable, illustrated by 
reproductions of miniatures from MSS 
and photographs of Church Furniture, 
Ornaments and Vestments. 

Multi-talented 
They were a remarkable group. Wickham 
Legg had been a highly talented and 
skilled physician who, ten years earlier, at 
the age of 43, had resigned all his 
appointments, given away all his medical 
books and retired to study liturgy. Sir 
William (as he became) Hole worked at 
the Society of Antiquaries and was the 
historian of Windsor Castle; Micklethwaite 
was an architect – at the time, Surveyor 
of Fabric at the Abbey. While Briggs, who 
was primarily responsible for the meeting, 
was ‘a Civil Servant with a quasi-sinecure 
post at the Indian Office’, he was a world 
authority on plainsong. 

Works of scholarship… 
Soon, however, many clerical liturgical 
scholars became involved in the Club 
including F E Brightman, W H Frere and 
Percy Dearmer. The Club’s main 
publications are called ‘Collections’. They 
are mainly substantial works of 
scholarship. The 2004 volume, the 
eightieth in the series, was Paul 
Bradshaw’s Eucharistic Origins. Of 
present diocesan bishops, Kenneth 
Stevenson, Geoffrey Rowell and Michael 
Perham are all Alcuin Club authors.  

… and practicality 
However, the Club has always maintained 
a balance between scholarship and 
practicality. Down the years there have 
been publications with a pragmatic 
approach to worship; recently we have 
started a series of more practical Alcuin 
Liturgy Guides.  

Stimulating debate 
In the 1920s the Alcuin ‘Orange Books’ 
contributed to the debate which 
culminated in the 1927/1928 Prayer Book 
Crisis. Again in the 1990s two books of 
essays discussed the issues germane to 
the production of Common Worship. The 
second volume of the Commentary on 
Common Worship (the first appeared in 
2001) is last year’s collection. 

Support of Praxis 

Because the Club acknowledged that it 
was not merely concerned with scholarly, 
academic matters, we were pleased to be 
one of the original sponsors of Praxis. 

Invitation to join 
Membership is open to all. For £23 
members receive the annual collection, 
the Liturgy Guides (as they are published) 
and each year two Joint Liturgical Studies 
(produced jointly with the Group for 
Renewal Of Worship – GROW – another 
original sponsor of Praxis). It is quite a 
bargain. 

More details and application forms are 
available from the secretary: Mr Jack 
Ryding, Ty Nant, 6 Parc Bach, Trefant, 
Denbighshire LL16 4YE. 

Donald Gray 

Chairman of the Alcuin Club 

 

Praxis has three ‘sponsoring’ 
organisations (although none is able to 
give any financial support!): the Liturgical 
Commission, Alcuin and GROW - the 
Group for Renewal Of Worship. We shall 
hear more about GROW  and the 
Liturgical Commission in  forthcoming 
issues. 

Y ork Minster is a magnificent, iconic, 
church.  The northern province is 

proud of it.  But like Beethoven’s late 
masterworks, it can be easier to admire 
than to love.  You don’t expect to feel 
intimate in the Minster, either with your 
fellow worshippers or with the building 
itself.  As a theatre for liturgy, it is splendid 
but it is not an easy space to inhabit and 
humanise.  And, on a grey November 
morning, you shouldn’t expect feel warm 
either.   

So Archbishop John Sentamu’s 
enthronement on 30 November 2005 was 
an altogether remarkable liturgical 
experience.  Only the climate was cold - 
bitterly so.  Everything else about it 
breathed the warmth of Africa, the warmth 
of a worldwide human and Christian 
community, the warmth of the gospel.  It 
combined the best of traditional cathedral 
worship with glimpses of mission-shaped 
possibility – we had ‘I was glad’ and the 
Bwola dance from Uganda, a Luo song of 
praise, the royal mandate, a Taizé chant, 
and the washing of feet all in the same 
service.  The Observer described it as a 
‘brilliantly choreographed piece of 
ecclesiastical theatre’.  It was utterly 
authentic to the person of York’s new 
incumbent.  It was moving.  And - you 

don’t always expect this of cathedral 
worship - it was fun.   

The Archbishop had yet to get the 
measure of the Minster’s acoustics: his 
sermon, delivered at pace that was fast 
and furious, wasn’t easy to follow.  But its 
thrust was exactly right for the occasion: 
‘Who is Jesus and what does he mean for 
those who put their trust in him? That, for 
me, is the critical question of our time’ he 
said.  To quote Michael Ramsey’s longing, 
nearly half a century ago, for the day when 
the Church in England would learn the 
faith afresh from Christians in Africa and 
Asia was inspired.  A lesser man than 
John Sentamu might have sounded self-
conscious as the first black incumbent of 
the throne of York.  But there was no 
doubt about his winning authenticity as he 
spoke those words. 

As to the liturgy, it is perhaps ungenerous 
to find fault with an act of worship that 
embodied the gospel so effectively.  I did 
wonder whether too much symbolism was 
piled into a single liturgy - the washing of 
feet, moving in itself, was perhaps a rite 
too far.  ‘The Servant King’ (never my 
favourite song) could not compete, either 
as words or music, with the vibrancy and 
confidence of both the African songs and 
such strong hymnody as ‘The God of 

Abraham praise’ and ‘Christ is the King’.  
And while it is necessary and right to read 
the Mandate, I do wonder whether the 
declaration and oaths need to be taken 
publicly on occasions such as this: they 
inevitably put a brake on a liturgy that is 
beginning to acquire its rhythm and pace.   

But these are points of detail.  There was 
so much that was outstandingly good: in 
the content and execution of the liturgy, 
the skilful use of the different spaces in the 
Minster, and not least in careful choice of 
adults and children, ordained and lay, 
African and western participants in this 
colourful and joyous celebration.  It was an 
example of liturgical imagination at its 
best.  It was a great shop-window for the 
northern province, and for the Church of 
England.  More important than that, it was 
a powerful and memorable proclamation 
of the justice and love of John Sentamu’s 
God and ours.   

 
Michael Sadgrove  
Dean of Durham 

Inauguration of the Archbishop of York 

The Alcuin Club  

 Donald Gray writes about one of Praxis’ sponsoring organisations 



Have you seen…? 
Book reviews 
This issue—six books concerning the eucharist 
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T hese four books, all published in early 
Summer 2005, have a deliberately 

conceived coherence to them, and must 
represent a policy by the Bishops’ 
Conference of building up intelligent 
participation in the mass. The first two 
books match each other in an A5 glossy 
style (with spine) and an identical fish 
motif on the cover, and the second two 
similarly match each other in an A4 style 
(stapled) and an identical, slightly opaque, 
cover motif.  

In effect book no. 1, the GIRM (such is its 
acronym), provides for the mass, and this 
is to be implemented by the priest, other 
ministers and people (book no. 2), taught 
in groups by ‘leaders’ (book no. 3), and 
thoroughly understood by participants 
(book no.4). The teaching materials are 
interactive and well pitched to cover a 

variety of ages and abilities, and the whole 
set looks lavish (and costs over £40) and 
promising. 

The story within the text includes of course 
refinements like incense, genuflections, 
kissing altars etc, which your reviewer 
predictably eschews. But it is the story 
behind the text which intrigues. For this is 
Hamlet without the Prince of Denmark. 
There is no English text yet approved of 
the last revision of the Roman Missal, 
largely, one suspects from the outside, 
because Liturgiam Authenticam in early 
2001 completely upset the received 
principles of translation. GIRM obviously 
relates to it, but ICEL have got away with 
a translation of GIRM, while the English of 
the liturgical text is still up for grabs 
(Praxis News Of Worship ought to get a 
less-than-official account of this tug-of-war 

from a critical Roman Catholic…). It would 
be interesting also to know what kind of 
tussle lay behind the smooth words of 
Cardinal Cormac in the Foreword, ‘It 
includes the revised General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal which has now been 
translated into English ahead of the Missal 
because of its particular importance’. Well, 
that reads OK, but it has been years and 
years awaiting publication, presumably in 
the hopes that Hamlet would arrive on the 
stage in time for the other characters to 
relate to him… 

But perhaps it was simply waiting for the 
other local materials to be ready.                                                                                                                                                      
Colin Buchanan,  

former Bishop of Woolwich 

N ow that the Common Worship Orders 
for Holy Communion are well 

embedded in our liturgical consciousness, 
the publication of these two practical 
guides to celebrating the Eucharist 
(Common Worship Order One) is timely.  
While both books are inspired by the 
Catholic tradition within the Church of 
England, they should prove accessible 
and useful to those from other theological 
backgrounds. 

In some ways An Everlasting Gift is the 
more straightforward of the two guides, 
and should be particularly helpful for 
members of Parochial Church Councils, 
worship committees and worship 
assistants, who seek with their clergy to 
refresh and review eucharistic 
celebrations.  It is an accessible study 
guide, giving information and practical 
advice as well as discussion questions.  
There is a refreshing clarity of structure 

which focuses on people, words, music, 
things and movement. The questions for 
reflection are helpful, and occasionally 
challenging. These I particularly warmed 
to:  ‘Does your church contain clutter that 
needs to be dispensed with or relocated?’ 
‘Take all the vestments out of the 
vestment chest or cupboard in your 
church. What condition are they in? What 
are they trying to symbolize? How 
attractive/unattractive are they? Do they 
need to be repaired, cleaned or replaced?’ 

Celebrating the Eucharist is written more 
as practical advice to clergy seeking to 
enable their people to participate in liturgy 
and to grow spiritually. Chapter headings 
address liturgical style, the setting of the 
Eucharist, preparation, the gathering, the 
liturgy of Word and Sacrament, and the 
dismissal. There is a useful bibliography 
and a helpful index. The contents are 
more explanatory than innovative: rubrics 

and traditional practices are discussed 
within the context of pastoral and 
theological approaches to the liturgy. This 
is a very readable book which touches on 
almost everything eucharistic and is 
sensitive to a wide variety of theological 
positions. It helpfully addresses common 
liturgical challenges such as ‘where the 
notices?’ and ‘why the Peace?’, as well as 
enlightening those who wonder at what 
exactly the priest is doing in, for example, 
the various hand movements and those 
‘silently praying’ moments.  Those who 
create local Parish Communion booklets 
will find this book a particularly useful 
resource.  

Anne Horton 
Rector of Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves 
and Swithland, Leicestershire 

General Instruction of the 

Roman Missal 

[English language edition  
by ICEL] 

 x/104 pp, £9.95 
ISBN 1-86082-288-6 

 

Celebrating the Mass 
 
 
 

x/118 pp, £7.95 

ISBN 1-86082 –290-8 
 

With Hearts and Minds:  

Reflections on our 
participation in the Mass,  

Leader’s Book 
xviii/92 pp, £14.95  

ISBN 1-86082-306-8 
 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 

Four books - all published by Catholic Truth Society 2005 

An Everlasting Gift 
Edward Dowler and Brendan Clover 

Tufton Books 2004 
£9.99 - paperback 

Celebrating the Eucharist  
Benjamin Gordon-Taylor and Simon Jones  

SPCK 2005 
£9.99 - paperback 
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Notice 
board 
IALC  on the web 

The statement and notes from the 
International Anglican Liturgical 
Consultation in Prague, 2005, are now in 
the liturgy section of the Anglican 
Communion website 
(www.anglicancommunion.org). The 
statement  on ‘Anglican Liturgical 
Identity’ has been written as a discussion 
document, in the hope that there  will be 
responses from around the communion 
(see also the report in issue 7 of this 
journal). 
 
Annual Lectionary 2005-6 

CSV files of next year’s lectionary are 
available from the Church of England 
website. Go to 
www.cofe.anglican.org.worship/liturgy/
commonworship/resources/downloads/

 Colin’s Column 

  Not the first word, but the last - 
   Colin Buchanan writes... 

 
The latest title in the Grove 
Worship Series is no. 186, 
Colin Buchanan, Ordination 
Rites in Common Worship . 

The rites themselves are still 
available only on the Church 
of England website, but 
GROW tries to keep abreast (or 
slightly ahead) of events, and 
thus this commentary has 
been published at an early 
stage in the rites’ life-span – 
and notably well before the 
first Petertide ordinations. 
Colin Buchanan was part of 
the team which produced the 
ASB ordinal (and has a small 
pride in being the first person 
in Anglican history to be 
ordained with a rite he helped 
write), and has been a 
practitioner with it for twenty 
years.  

Available from Grove Books at 
www.grovebooks.co.uk or 
telephone 01223 464748. 

I was thinking of writing about oiling (which has grown fast in all directions in the last 
decade or so), but I have delayed that (do write to me about it). I think instead that this 
is my first opportunity to note in my column a significant anniversary. Your Common 
Worship Calendar will tell you that on 21 March we keep the 450th anniversary of the 
burning of Thomas Cranmer at the stake outside the North wall of Oxford. (Here in the 
Northern province we are celebrating it with the consecration of a new Bishop of 
Sherwood, the first one done by Sentamu Ebor (as his name has now become) – and I 
wonder whether the date has been picked as a principal saint’s day (as Canon Law 
desires) or simply as convenient for the Archbishop’s and the Minster’s diary…) 
 
If you read Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (popular title) you will get the text of what was 
intended to be Cranmer’s public recantation of his protestant doctrines in the final 
service in St Mary the Virgin in Oxford. But, after saying he had sinned grievously in his 
opinions, he went on: 

‘As for the pope…I refuse him with all his false doctrine. As for the sacrament, I 
believe as I have taught in my book against the bishop of Winchester, which my 
book teacheth so true a doctrine of the sacrament that it shall stand at the last day 
before the judgment of God, whereto the papistical doctrine contrary thereto shall 
be ashamed to shew her face.’ 

At this point they all rose and shouted him down, and took him to the fire, where, as he 
had said, his hand burned first.  
 
But you might prefer Gregory Dix’s less historical account (see The Shape of the 
Liturgy page 674) given as imagining Cranmer’s own inner reflections on his way down 
the Turl to the Broad: 

‘If a man saw the truth so clear, it was a duty to impose it – if the king were willing. 
– Would English Christians always be rent henceforward? – (Here was the stake at 
last) – This is what it all came to in the end – the bread had nothing to do with the 
Body – that was what he was dying for –‘ 

 
Well, what did the bread have to do with the Body? But read ‘my book against the 
bishop of Winchester’ before you are sure you have Cranmer’s mind. 
 
Oh, yes, and there is no need to offer masses for his soul. 
 
The Rt Revd Colin Buchanan is the former Bishop of Woolwich,  
and former editor of News of Liturgy. 

Getting in touch with Praxis... 
For general enquiries, affiliation and programme information, contact  

Praxis  Cleveland Lodge, Westhumble, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6BW  Tel: 01306 872 829  Email: Praxis@praxisworship.org.uk 

 

An editorial thought 
 

When Steve Croft spoke at the Liturgical Commission’s Conference last September, it 
was clear that Fresh Expressions of Church will require fresh expressions of worship, 
and that we have only just started to discover what these might be. Tim Lomax’s article 
(pages 1 and 3) begins to raise some serious questions – when a main Sunday service 
invites the congregation to choose or disregard key components of the worship (as 
defined by A Service of the Word, at least), and may not even provide for others. Praxis 
News of Worship  would be interested to hear views on this, suggestions and other 
examples of Fresh Expressions of Worship  from our readers. 


