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Pop open the champagne and celebrate with
us the birth of Praxis News of Worship. We
welcome readers of Praxis News, News of
Liturgy and News of Hymnody and new
subscribers, too - and we hope that you will
find all that you are looking for, and more, in
this new quarterly publication.
Much planning and productive negotiation has
gone into the coming together of these ‘News’letters and recreation into one. The final result
is that all three now come under the Praxis
banner,
whilst
retaining
recognisable
characteristics of the parent publications.
The aims of Praxis News of Worship are simple
to summarise - they are to support and

resource the liturgical life of the Church of
England. Praxis News of Worship is produced
for all who have an interest in the worship and
music of the Church today. We intend to
produce an accessible, stimulating and
informative journal containing a wide-ranging
supply of news, comment, articles, useful
samples of music and liturgy, book reviews,
reports and notice of forthcoming events.
Where space in our publication is necessarily
limited, we will also attempt to provide pointers
for people who wish to explore an issue further.
So, let us raise a toast in recognition of all that
has gone before, and look to the future of the
new-born venture.

Daily Bible readings, Collects and Ordination Services
- news from General Synod
by Paul Roberts and Gilly Myers

The Weekday Lectionary
The weekday lectionary designed
to accompany Morning and
Evening Prayer in Common
Worship is being revised. The
"old" one (only a few years old)
was put together in the midst of
the high workload
of putting
together the bulk of Common
Worship, and suffers from a
number of flaws. There is no such
thing as a "perfect" weekday
lectionary - they must all negotiate
a movable Easter, whilst also
making a reasonable attempt to
cover the entire Bible without
taking forever, or using passages
which take forever to read! The
proposals for a new lectionary
before Synod begin the cycle on
the Monday after the 4th Sunday
before Lent, to get sufficient
seasonal and non-seasonal time in
which to read the "non-seasonal"
parts of the Bible. The psalms are
read out of sequence during
seasonal periods and then revert
to more sequential patterns in nonseasonal periods.
The limited
cycles of psalms which the current
lectionary uses during seasons
has disappeared.
The Synod
passed the proposals on to
revision stage without an extensive

debate, however some clearly will
miss having the Common Worship
provision of a "pillar" lectionary of
purple passages which may be
used in Cathedral contexts, where
there are quite a few "droppers-in"
to Evensong. Others found this
compulsory approach at Evening
Prayer one of the more limiting
aspects of Common Worship's
provision. Synod members have
until
mid-March
to
supply
proposals for consideration by the
Revision Committee.

Additional Collects
The collection of Additional
Collects (to those contained in
Common Worship) received final
approval by the Synod, and were
authorized from Sunday 15th
February - in other words you can
all use them now! The additional
collects have been available for
some time on the web at: http://
www.cofe.anglican.org/synod/
GS1493A.doc. As the texts of the
collects
have
not
verbally
changed, this text is the only one
available
until
the
formal
publication.
Church House
Publishing intend to produce them
in two forms, one just being the
Additional Collects themselves, the
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other being a compilation with the
Common Worship Collect, the
Additional Collect and the PostCommunion set out for each
Sunday. This latter collection may
be of most use, since it is
envisaged that planners and
leaders of worship may choose
either collect as occasion and
circumstances suggest. They are
due
to
be
published
this
Spring. The Additional Collects
text has enjoyed widespread
Synodical favour ever since it was
first considered.
Despite an
attempt by some conservative
evangelicals to sink them at final
approval because they deemed
the collect for the 2nd Sunday of
Christmas as unsound (spot the
heresy!) - this did not convince
many. The two thirds majority in
all three houses was easily
achieved.
Publicity followed on the heel of
the debate, with one comment
from July's Revision Committee's
text being widely reported in the
national press.
In defending the retention of the
word 'Magi' in the collect for the
Epiphany against those who
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

wished it to changed to 'wise men', the
Revision Committee pointed out that the
title 'Magi' was indicative of a role in the
Persian Court, rather than an ascription of
'wisdom'.
Its exotic nature is being
emphasised by Matthew, rather than
wisdom (indeed in some Greek texts,
'Magus' can imply someone who is
something of a quack!) The report wryly
pointed out that there was no evidence that
the Magi were necessarily 'wise', nor, for
that matter, necessarily 'men'. The national
press reports of this comment suggested
that the Church of England was indulging in
a fit of 'political correctness' when in fact
the Revision Committee had its tongue in
its cheek. What! Amongst liturgists? Surely
not!

Synod for the first time. It was given a
positive welcome and a unanimous vote of
‘general approval’. Further observations
can be found on the back page of this issue
in ‘Colin’s Column’.

Approval in July 2005.

The General Synod document containing
the proposed texts of the ordination
services, plus some very useful and
informative introductory material (GS 1535)
Much work is still to be done, however, and can be purchased from Church House
the Synod members are to submit their Bookshop at £10.50 + p&p.
comments and proposals to the Revision
Committee by Monday 15 March 2004. The
Revision Committee will now set to work, A full exploration of the new proposals for
receiving
and
considering
these the Ordinal will be appearing in the next
submissions and re-working the services, issue of Praxis News of Worship.
where necessary. It is hoped that the
process will move fairly swiftly, since the
Common Worship Ordinal needs to be
authorised for use from Advent 2005 (the
authorisation for the ASB ordinal will
thence expire). Therefore it is expected that
the business will return to General Synod
for revision stages in November 2004 and
The Ordinal
February 2005 (the latter only if a second
The Liturgical Commission presented the stage is required), aiming for Final
proposed Common Worship Ordinal to

Letters to the editor
Letter from the Bishop of
Salisbury to go here?

Jane Reynolds from Blythe responds to
the review of the enlarged edition of
Exciting Holiness in the Winter edition of
Praxis News.
Gilly, - Just what is there in LARGE
PRINT? Even the ‘enlarged’ hymn books
are not very. ‘Ulverscroft’ should be the
standard size for anything ‘LARGE
PRINT’.
Take the experimental ‘Daily Prayer’
Morning and Evening. While not in one of
the 566 [experimental] parishes, my
friend’s new incumbent has introduced it
but the type-face is too small. I have made
an attempt to photocopy it, but the pages
are not ‘A’ size comparable and then I
have to put them in a binder that she can
hold and turn the pages without losing the
‘sense of the numinous’.
Roll on the Disability Discrimination Act!!
JANE REYNOLDS
8 Blythe Street
Wombwell
Barnsley
S73 8HX
Correspondence is very welcome. Please
include your full postal address, if sending

messages by email.

Lent, Holy Week
and Easter
The Liturgical Commission has invited
Praxis to post the draft Times and
Seasons material for Lent, Holy Week
and Easter on the Praxis website (see
the ‘Noticeboard’ on page 8). What will
we find there, and what can we do with
it?
Times and Seasons…
… is the working title of a massive
collection of seasonal resources for
worship under the Common Worship
umbrella, and it is being prepared by
members of the Liturgical Commission.
It covers the whole liturgical year, with
an array of special services, prayers,
and ideas. The material currently on the
Praxis website is just part of this
material.
Lent • Holy Week • Easter
The seasonal book of this title, first
published in 1984 and commended by
the House of Bishops, was groundbreaking in the array and detail of its
provision. The Common Worship
material that covers the same period
draws from this volume, retaining all that
has acheived well in the test of time
(converting the text where necessary to
be Common Worship-compliant, of
course). There have also been
improvements and additions. Here are
some examples:

 There is an extensive section of

seasonal options for every season
that can be used at the Eucharist or
at a Service of the Word.

 There is much new material across

the provision - kyrie confessions,
(Continued on page 7)
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The Church of Ireland launches its new
Book of Common Prayer 2004 in May this year.
Jeremy Fletcher records his first impressions

The result of the Common Worship project
is that we now have a whole library to deal
with, as well as the BCP. Not so, at least
from May 2004, in the Church of Ireland.
By the late 1990s the C of I found itself split
liturgically, with some parishes proudly
‘APB’ (1984, and much like our ASB), and
others ‘BCP’ (as revised by the C of I in
1878, and 1926).

similar number of pages (798). The paper disappointed here, but some jewels do
is thinner, so the book feels significantly shine.
smaller and more manageable.
Copies (published by Columba Press,
It contains services of Morning and Dublin) can be obtained from Down
Evening
Prayer,
Holy
Communion, Cathedral Bookshop, Downpatrick, BT30
Baptism, Marriage, Funerals, Services of 6AB. It will retail at £13.99, but postage
Wholeness and Healing, Ordination, may be extra.
Collects, Litanies, the Psalter (CW, but Brian Mayne, who edited BCP 2004, has
pointed as per the RSCM), and the 1878 also edited a handy booklet giving the
In the 1990s it was decided to revise both Catechism, the Articles of Religion, and history of Prayer Book Revision in Ireland.
books, and produce one Book of Common one rogue ‘seasonal’ service, for Ash The Prayer Books of the Church of Ireland
Prayer. The result is a handsome volume Wednesday (though without ashes).
1551 – 2004 is available from the same
containing
both
traditional
and There will be much fun to be had source, for £2.99.
contemporary texts, with the expressed comparing and contrasting, but there is
desire to be people of ‘one book’ tastefully much that is familiar to those used to
fulfilled.
Common Worship, and some interesting Jeremy Fletcher is the Canon Precentor of
The next edition of Praxis News of Worship differences. Familiar BCP services have York Minster and member of the Liturgical
will have a more detailed review of its remained largely unchanged, save for the Commission.
contents. These are very much first use of ‘Spirit’ for ‘Ghost’ in all but two
impressions. It is the same dimensions as places. Those used to the huge amount of
the Common Worship Sunday book, with a resource material in CW will be

I have a Confession to make
Dana Delap gives some bright advice on using the Kyrie confessions
There are 22 authorised confessions in the
Church of England. Surely that’s enough
for anyone! And yet, in the last few years,
some churches have got excited about
using Kyrie confessions with their own
penitential sentences. So what are Kyrie
confessions and how should we use them?

for part of the year, but also need the
longer and more fulsome confessions at
certain times, perhaps in penitential
seasons of Advent and Lent, or during
services of healing etc.
To be lawful, honest and true, the
sentences should be of a penitential
character, and be followed by one of the 16
authorised absolutions.
The Common
Worship Main Book (pages 133, 277-278)
and New Patterns for Worship (pages 9194) give some good starting texts, but I
search the readings and psalms of the day
for appropriate material.
And the
sentences don’t have to be scriptural, but
they should be short.

people to you.
Hear us as we confess our sin.
In your mercy heal us;
in your love and tenderness remake us.
Silence
We bring before you our sins and our pride.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Silence
We bring before you our hatred and our
judgement.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Silence
We bring before you our sorrow and our
wounds.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Silence
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Kyrie Eleison (Greek for Lord, have
mercy) is an ancient text used in most
ancient Christian liturgies. From middle
ages, this short prayer has been used in
other Christian traditions with the insertion
of penitential phrases pertinent to particular
feast days. The ASB permitted their use in
the Church of England, and subsequent
seasonal resources such as Lent, Holy
Week and Easter encouraged the use of
seasonal penitential sentences between Like the new Alternative Collects, Kyrie
each petition.
confessions can slip past in a flash. It
takes some skill and practice to relate the
Kyrie confessions can be thought- full richness of the words when there are so
provoking, and bring freshness to acts of few of them! The leader needs to make
penitence which engage the individual and use of silence, after the Invitation and
congregation anew. Children find them before the Kyries, and then between each
accessible, more difficult to tune out than sentence. Silence leads people into prayer
blocks of recited text. Sentences might be and confession, providing it is regular in
based upon the readings of the day or the timing, and the congregation feel that the
mood of the season; or they might reflect leader knows what they are doing. Most of
the theme of the week.
all, the sentences should engage both the Dana Delap is a member of the Liturgical
leader voicing the sentences and those Commission and a Reader in the Durham
Any act of penitence should reflect a who are making their act of penitence, Diocese .
common style in terms of length, rhythm, helping us all to pray Kyrie Eleison.
language and theme (other than just An example, using A Song of St Anslem
penitential!).
Thus the Invitation to (Canticle 77 in Daily Prayer ), which can
Confession, the Kyrie confession with its also be sung on Mothering Sunday:
sentences, and the Absolution should
match one another in tone. I find that Jesus, like a mother you gather your
congregations like using Kyrie confessions
Praxis News of Worship Issue 1 - Page 3

Musical News
Anne Harrison produces a round-up of the latest news of music and worship
Opportunities for training, inspiration and refreshment
Getting away from one’s own situation and
meeting with other church musicians and
leaders of worship, lay and ordained, can
be enormously fruitful. Here are a few of
the opportunities available over the next
few months:

For further details of either of the above, email education@rscm.com or ring Chris
Wardle (RSCM Courses Administrator) on
01306 872807.
Lee Abbey in Devon is offering a
Musicians’ Retreat, Refreshing the Song,
over a weekend in July (Friday 2 - Sunday
4). It aims to provide ‘spiritual refreshment,
encouragement
and
re-envisioning’.
Leaders include Tim Hone, Head of Music
and Liturgy at Salisbury Cathedral, and
Andrew Maries, Consultant for Worship
and Music in the Diocese of Exeter and
author of Making music work in worship.

Praxis and the Royal School of Church
Music are joining forces for a residential
course at Whirlow Grange, Sheffield,
entitled Living Liturgy: The Language of
Worship. The dates are Monday 10 to
Wednesday 12 May, and the directors are
John Burniston (a parish priest from
Bradford with diocesan responsibilities for
advising on liturgy) and Alistair Warwick
Scargill House in Yorkshire also has
(Co-ordinator of the RSCM in Scotland).
several musical events in its programme for
There is also a course run by the RSCM 2004, including Songs for the Journey
called Leading the Music, directed by David (Monday 10 - Friday 14 May). This week
Ogden and Geoff Weaver, at Charney provides a chance to explore the psalms as
Manor, Wantage, Oxfordshire,
from a resource for personal prayer and creative
Monday 26 to Wednesday 28 April.
liturgy, and is led by Brian Pickett and
Geoff Weaver.

Copyright Matters
Taizé

chants (mainly in four-part
harmony) and guitar chords,
costs £14.69 per year for up
to 250 people.
The
administration
is
quite
straightforward, involving the
return each quarter of a
simple form listing the music
used under the licence.

Churches
using
Taizé
chants on an occasional
basis and wanting to
reproduce them in service
sheets might find it helpful to
have an annual copyright
Calamus can also give
licence from Calamus.
permission for the one-off
The Calamus scheme is run use of music from Taizé, for
by Sue Dean of Decani a small charge.
Decani
Music (Oak House, 70 High Music
has
a
website
Street, Brandon, Suffolk, (www.decanimusic.co.uk)
IP27 0AU; 01843 819830). with further information, and
The Taizé Community has you can request a leaflet
entrusted their copyright and application form by
arrangements within the UK writing to the address above
to this agency, and having or by sending an e-mail to
an annual licence is a very sue@decanimusic.co.uk.
convenient way to meet the
demands
of
copyright Margaret Rizza
legislation.
Those who enjoy the music
A full Calamus licence of Margaret Rizza may be
covers the words and glad to hear that publishing
melody of many songs, company Kevin Mayhew has
hymns and psalm settings recently changed its policy
by
Roman
Catholic on allowing the copying of
composers as well as Taizé her songs and instrumental
These are now
chants, and costs from parts.
£35.25 upwards (depending covered by the CCL Music
on
the
size
of
the Reproduction Licence (an
worshipping community). A optional add-on to a words‘Taizé only’ licence, allowing only licence). Details of the
the reproduction of the basic various licences operated by
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Christian
Copyright
Licensing International can
be found on their website,
www.ccli.com.

Website for
hymn-lovers
Those mourning the demise
of News of Hymnody may
find some slight consolation
by
visiting
www.newsofhymns.co.uk.
This new website, launched
at the end of January with
the support of the Jubilate
Group and the Pratt Green
Trust, aims to cover some of
the same areas as its pink
paper predecessor. There
will be plenty of news from
the world of hymns, and the
freedom from a printed
publication’s constraints of
space should allow more
substantial reviews (where
appropriate)
than
in
PxNOW.

An interesting collection of
material was published in

Lee
Abbey’s
website
is
at
www.leeabbey.org.uk (telephone enquiries
0800 389 1189); Scargill House’s website
is at www.scargillhouse.co.uk (telephone
enquiries 01756 760234).
An exciting ecumenical music conference,
United in Praise, is being arranged by the
National Network of Pastoral Musicians
(founded in 1996). This will take place at
Newman College, Birmingham, from
Thursday July 29 to Sunday 1 August 2004
and will look at what Europe and Africa can
offer each other. Speakers include Bishop
John Sentamu, John Bell of the Iona
Community,
and
Roman
Catholic
composer and music director Christopher
Walker.
Write to Sue Dean (NNPM), Oak House, 70
High Street, Brandon, Suffolk, IP27 0AU for
more information.

Music for Night Prayer
Peter Wilton, a musician involved with
the Gregorian Association, has produced
a spiral-bound anthology of chant settings to use with Night Prayer (Compline)
as it appears in Common Worship. Settings of appropriate texts from Celebrating Common Prayer are also included.
While some of the material may look
daunting at first glance, there is a helpful
preliminary section, which in fact includes the stern warning ‘Do not attempt
to use this book without first reading this
introduction!’ Various styles of musical
notation are used, and guitar chords are
sometimes provided (for example, in the
simplest settings of the Nunc Dimittis).
Although this book is likely to appeal
most to those who are already used to
plainsong, it aims ‘to build bridges between different musical communities
within the church’. Worshipping groups
who would value help in singing nonmetrical texts could find this a worthwhile
resource; there are some particularly
lovely settings of the Lord’s Prayer.
For more information about the publication, priced at £5.95 (£8 including p&p),
visit the Gregorian Association’s website:
www.beaufort.demon.co.uk.

Musical Resources for Lent, Holy Week and Easter
2001 by Decani Music. Resurrexit,
edited by Stephen Dean, draws
largely on the work of Roman
Catholic composers but includes
much that could be useful to Anglican
parishes during Lent, Holy Week and
Eastertide.
There are hymns, psalm
settings, responses, gospel acclamations,
and several versions of the Reproaches as
well as of other key seasonal texts.
This hardback book, priced at £11.95, is
available by mail order from Decani Music,
Oak House, 70 High Street, Brandon,
Suffolk, IP27 0AU (tel: 01843 819830).
Most of the music is covered by the
Calamus copyright licence, although there
are also several pieces by the Iona
Community’s John L. Bell which have
separate copyright arrangements (visit the
Wild Goose Publications website for
details:
www.ionabooks.com/
copyright.asp).

also contains seasonal items in a variety of
musical styles. There are Kyries from
Ghana and Russia, metrical paraphrases
of psalms and of the Easter Anthems
(David Mowbray’s ‘Now lives the Lamb of
God’), and some unusual hymns. One of
these, ‘This is the night, dear friends’, is
Richard Sturch’s translation of a Latin text
by Peter Abelard, ideal for Maundy
Thursday evening; it also appears in
Common Praise (Hymns Ancient &
Modern, 2000), with one or two minor
textual differences.
The editors of
Common Praise have paired the words
with FELIX, a tune by Mendelssohn, but
the mood seems to be better caught by
Parry’s INTERCESSOR, the tune printed
in Sing Glory. The copyright for this hymn
text belongs to Stainer & Bell, and it can
be reproduced under the CCL licence.

by Gordon Giles
The hymnbook Sing Glory (Kevin Mayhew, Bible Reading Fellowship 2003 £7.99
1999, put together by the Jubilate Group)
I veered between delight and dismay as I

Book review
The Harmony of Heaven: Musical meditations for Lent and Easter
explored this book. It is exciting to find an
attempt, tied in with the liturgical year, to
engage with a rich array of ‘classical’
music. However, the constraints of the
structure (four or five pages for each day,
with a substantial musical work assigned
to each section) almost inevitably lead to
generalisations which will irritate some
who know the music well. One would
need a great deal of time and a pretty
impressive CD collection, or access to a
very good library, to be able to listen to all
the works discussed (for example, eight
Requiem settings during the second and
third weeks), but the author does express
the hope, curiously, that some readers
might be able ‘to join in this musical Lenten
journey without actually listening to any of
the music.’
Patterns and variation
Each section opens with either a passage
of Scripture or a quotation from the text of
that day’s musical work (some of the
music, like Holst’s suite The Planets, is
purely instrumental, but usually singers are
involved). At the end of each comment are
a prayer, a Bible reference for further
reading, and a recommended passage
from the relevant music for listening. Most
of the text consists of background
information to the music in question, with a
description of its subject matter, before a
devotional conclusion, but there is

Lent course?
It is suggested that the book could be used
during a Lent course, and there are notes
at the end (including possible hymns) for
weekly groups. Some of the ideas here
verge on the unrealistic; few groups, I
suspect, would find time to watch a video
of Saint-Saëns’ opera Samson and Delilah
as well as participating in a structured
discussion during an evening session on
the topic of ‘Sin and Power’. However,
there are some fascinating starting points
here for group work involving music at any
time of year.
Musical and spiritual indigestion
I would guess that Gordon Giles had great
fun deciding which pieces of music to
include, and there are some imaginative
choices alongside more obvious ones like
Allegri’s Miserere. Working through the
entire book in seven weeks might provoke
indigestion, but to take some of the
chapters for prolonged reflection would
certainly enrich one’s experience of
listening and encourage a searching of
one’s mind and heart as part of a Lenten
pilgrimage.

instrumentalists, is Making music work in
worship by Andrew Maries. Described
as a ‘How-to Guide’, this slim A4-sized
volume contains teaching material,
practical
advice
and
discussion
questions.
The
chapter
headings
include
‘Understanding
worship’,
‘Planning
worship’ and ‘Being an effective leader’.
There is a section on the relationships
between church leaders and musicians,
described as ‘complex and crucial’,
alongside tips on how to arrange music
and how to lead productive rehearsals.
The author brings to his subject insights
gained through years of practical
experience (including a lengthy period at
St Michael-le-Belfrey in York), and while
there are important lessons here for
beginners there is also plenty for more
experienced musicians to ponder. The
chapter on planning worship could form
a very useful basis for local discussion
between all the individuals, lay and
ordained, responsible for organising and
leading services.
The price is £5, and although the book
was published by Administry in February
2003, the easiest way to obtain it at
present is by contacting the author
directly:
Andrew Maries, Townhaven, Pound
Square, Cullompton, Devon, EX15 1DN;
e-mail: maries@keynotetrust.org.uk.

New Music for Wales
A musical setting has been prepared for
the new Welsh eucharistic rite, due for
final approval after Easter and expected
to be made available on the Church in
Wales website early in May.
Composed by Professor John Harper,
the Director General of the Royal School
of Church Music who is also a Research
Professor at the University of Wales,
Bangor, the setting is designed to be
sung with either the Welsh or the English
version of the new liturgical texts. Much
of the music would also be suitable for
use in other parts of the Anglican
Communion.
Look out for further details of this, and
other recently written music for
Communion services, in future issues.

Practical guidance
for Music Groups

considerable variety in the way in which
connections are made between the music A useful resource for anyone involved with
the musical aspects of worship, particularly
and the themes of Lent and Holy Week.
with
a
group
of
singers
and
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Have you seen…?
Book reviews

‘hermeneutical
circle’
is
Inculturation of Christian Worship: the
particularly suggestive. I would add
Exploring the Eucharist
that
the
Nigerian
Independent
Phillip Tovey

Churches (he surveys the Church of
the Lord (Aludura) and The Cherubim
£15.99 - paperback ; £45.00 - hardback and Seraphim) are alive and fairly well
in South London, and are ‘there’ in my
Ashgate, based in Britain in Aldershot, own life and ministry, so that further
have begun a new series entitled understanding of them is immediate
‘Liturgy, Worship and Society’, and gain.
Phillip Tovey’s volume is among the
first few titles in the series. The book Niggling questions
reflects the interests of the man: But of course I have some niggling
beginning his researches as a questions, and I think they take the
volunteer in Northern Uganda in the following form:
early 1980s, he has since spent as
1. After he has initially given us
much time as possible in Africa and in
linguistic tools to understand
India, and has worked equally with
inculturation, does he give us
ancient rites of the East on the one
sufficient to evaluate the
hand, and modern rites of the West on
many examples he then runs
the other. His coverage not only of
past us?
actual liturgical phenomena, but also
2. Are there are objective
of
background
and
interface
theological ‘givens’ which are
disciplines, is extraordinarily detailed
non-negotiable in the
and thorough – especially from one
developing of indigenous
whose main ministry has not, as I
worship? (Tovey provides a
understand his job descriptions,
fascinating discussion of what
centred on liturgy for nearly two
happens to the eucharistic
decades.
elements under differing
cultural, economic and even
A clear ground-plan
gastronomic conditions, but
Tovey’s ground-plan is as follows:
what of textual givens?)
there are two chapters about the
3. Should his subtitle mention
meaning of symbol (Tillich and his
‘eucharist’, as his contents
(shaky?) distinction of ‘sign’ and
stray much wider, and include
‘symbol’ figure first here); then there
churches which barely use
are two on liturgical patterns of
the eucharist at all?
unchallenged African origins – the first
century Ethiopic Orthodox Church and
4. Contrariwise, should his
the
twentieth
century
‘African
subtitle not mention ‘Africa’ as
Independent Churches’; then there
his contents are confined to
are two on how the Roman Catholic
that continent and to very
and
Anglican
Churches
have
specific parts of it?
developed their liturgical texts and
ethos in Africa; and finally there is a But I return to a sense of being a blind
man feeling an elephant’s leg and
round-up of the whole process.
being asked to describe the creature
in full.
Accessible
My own reactions are slightly mixed, Colin Buchanan, Bishop of Woolwich
and possibly the more so because of
my own involvement with some of the
material he is passing under scrutiny.
But my prime one is admiration –
Tovey has a wonderfully inquisitive
mind, and a gift for pulling his whole
range of evidence into a shape which
is accessible to the rest of us who
know less or have done less in the
fields he is covering. His invocation of

Ashgate, 2004
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Enacting the Word – Using
Drama in Preaching
James O Chatham

Westminster John Knox Press
2002
£ 6.99 - paperback

This slim volume from a pastor of a
Presbyterian church in Kentucky
consists of seven short dramas to be
performed by members of the
congregation and tightly integrated
into the preacher’s address. The
argument is clear and attractive: by
adding simple dramas to sermons, a
number of church members can be
involved in making Bible passages
come alive.
The British reader may find culture
gaps or a jarring tone in some, but
that can be a matter of taste… or of
theology. We need preaching that
addresses real life issues, but when
it raises a tragic or intractable
personal problem – debt, loneliness,
or addiction – and then does no
more than billboard a few biblically
based assertions as the answer,
many struggle to make the
connection. Some of these scripts
seem to do this. In “God Re-creates,”
the ‘Abused Woman’ ends her
monologue of fear and despair: “Can
I find some better way to live than
this? Or am I locked in?” As she
leaves the stage, the preacher /
narrator proclaims, “Come unto me,
you who labour and are heavy laden.
Let your hearts find strength!” This
may be a good way of pointing some
to Christ, but I worry that it is a way
of comforting the un-afflicted.
I commend the author’s intention to
encourage the reader to create their
own sermon drama. Thus at the end
there are a dozen “Additional
Suggestions.” These amount to a
simple exegesis of each passage
cited, but leave the major tasks of
plotting and writing dialogue to the
preacher. Or, you could download
from over 800 scripts by Bob Snook
of Saddleback Church California
(http://www.fea.net/bobsnook). They
are also free to use, and often well
written, but you may end up asking
yourself, as I did of this book, how do
I translate these from American to
English?
Geoffrey Stevenson, Director of the
Centre for Christian Communication

Memorial Services

More Freedom within a framework:
Breathing new life into liturgy
Tim Lomax

Donald Gray
SPCK 2002

Kevin Mayhew 2002

£9.99 - paperback
Memorial Services have become more
common in the last half-century; not only
as a way of giving thanks for the life of
an individual, but also as a means of
articulating public grief, following
tragedies which effect the whole
country. Recognising the developments
in the way society mourns and our loved
ones are remembered, the Alcuin Club
has given us a volume that - in a mere
77 pages - offers perceptive historical
oversight,
sensitive
pastoral
considerations, and excellent advice on
the planning of a memorial service
today. The four Exemplars, with which
the book concludes, show how the
professionalism and high standards that
it urges throughout can have profoundly
moving results.
With such a rich seam of liturgical
expertise and pastoral experience to
draw upon, few people are more
qualified to write about memorial
services than Donald Gray. He is the
first to admit that his most recent
experience of arranging such events (as
a Canon of Westminster, Rector of St
Margaret’s and Chaplain to the Speaker
of the House of Commons) has been for
“the great and the good”, but his wisdom
and eloquent style means that there is
much of value here for anyone
organising a memorial service in almost
any context.
For me, the heart of the book is
“Planning the Service” (Chapter 4).
There are no hard and fast rules laid
down, but rather a great deal of
common sense and some helpful
suggestions, such the need to hold wellrun planning meetings before memorial
services
and
to
give
careful
consideration to the entire shape of the
liturgy.
Although the author describes this guide
as a ‘how to do it’ book, it is in fact much
more than that. Above all, it is rooted in
what seems its constant “leitmotif”: the
principle that “memorial services, in
common with all worship, are to the
greater glory of God, not to the greater
glory of the commemorated”. This is a
volume that will be welcomed by anyone
who believes in the Church meeting
people where they are, and helping
them to mourn and give thanks with
dignity and reverence. Every minister
and priest in the land should own a
copy.
Bruce Ruddock, Canon Precentor and Canon
Pastor : Worcester Cathedral

£14.99 - paperback

In a comparatively short space of time,
Anglican worship has moved from the
predictability of the Book of Common
Prayer (as it was in the beginning) to the
‘Pick and Mix’ of Common Worship.

features of the book is the column of
‘directions’ alongside each service order –
suggesting music, movement, images,
sermon topics, silence etc.
An
accompanying CD Rom contains samples
of Powerpoint presentations – again very
For many clergy and others charged with useful for those new to this kind of thing.
the responsibility of preparing and leading
worship the amount of choice is The book is full of practical ‘how to’ advice
bewildering. The problem with ‘pick and for those taking their first few steps
mix’ is what to pick and how to mix. In his towards new worship as well as providing
book Tim Lomax offers a wealth of valuable resources for those seeking to
resources to enable congregations to develop music and liturgy further for the
make the most of all that is on offer in a twenty-first century.
very user-friendly format.
The opening chapter sets out some of the
basic principles of achieving freedom
within a framework. It is good to see
someone get to grips with the old versus
new debate in a constructive way. Tim
provides useful criteria to consider when
selecting from ‘traditional’ material with
suggestions as to how this might be used
in a contemporary style. He also offers
help in using the ‘best of the new’ –
something which many people will
welcome.

Above all it clearly demonstrates how the
framework of Anglican worship is a
skeleton to hold things together rather
than a strait-jacket restricting creativity.
I commend it as something which will help
build worship that is full of life.
Bob Hopper, Vicar of Hillside Church,
Gateshead.
Bob has been leading
contemporary worship for over 30 years
and is a member of the Durham Diocesan
Liturgical Committee.

The major part of the book consists of 18
contemporary service outlines including
Holy Communion and Services of the
Word, taking us through a large part of the
Christian Year. One of the most useful

Lent, Holy Week and Easter
(Continued from page 2)

prayers
of
intercession,
reading
schemes and more detailed historical
notes, for example.

 Material

for Holy Week includes
resources for a Chrism Eucharist, a
veriety of forms of Renewal of
Commitment of Ministry and an order
for the Reception of Holy Oils in a
parish (after they have been blessed by
a bishop at a diocesan celebration).

 Further material for the Liturgy of
Maundy Thursday.

 Additions to the Liturgy of Good Friday.
 Clearer notes distinguishing between

the two traditional ‘patterns’ for the
Easter Liturgy, plus an outline for
additional pattern - a more informal
Dawn Service (towards the end of the
Easter Vigil appendices).

Candle, to name a few.

 Eastertide material also includes a

substantial section on Stations of the
Resurrection.

Space precludes a full description of all
that is there, so readers are encouraged
to take a look for themselves.
How to use the material
It must be stressed that this material is
only in draft form and, therefore, is very
likely to see changes before it is
published.
For
this
reason
the
documents presented to Praxis have not
been formatted in such a way as to make
it simple to download and convert into an
order of service. However, it is possible
to cut, paste and edit - and anyone with
the patience to do so will be able to put
some of these useful ideas into practice
sooner, rather than later.
Gilly Myers

 Several other services and elements for

Easter Day - an outline Service of the
Word, a Mid-morning Eucharist using
elements of the Easter Liturgy and
instructions on how to mark the Easter
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Colin’s Column
Not the first word, but the last Colin Buchanan writes...

Notice
board

Jimmy Crichton, a major contributor to Roman Catholic liturgical renewal in
this country, for years edited in succession two major journals then, in old
age, retired to be a columnist in one of them - Music and Liturgy, the
‘Magazine of the Society of St Gregory’ - and he headed his column ‘Musings
from my Hermitage’. I have followed a track of roughly the same configuration,
and I too am in old age to emerge from my retirement once a quarter and
muse in the journal which replaces the one I previously edited. It is odd being
a guest…

New Lent-Holy Week-Easter
material on the web

So how do I muse? Well, the editor and I met at General Synod, and I give a
glimpse of the first debate on the Common Worship Ordinal. The Liturgical
Commission has been at work on this for some time, so we have known about
the question whether or not the Bible should be given immediately after the
ordination prayer, or could be held back and given as a kind of ‘missio’ as the
ordinands left at the end. But there was no overt provision for this in the text
Synod was debating, as the House of Bishops had persuaded the
Commission not to bring it to Synod in that shape, and they didn’t, but it was
in the offing the one that had (perhaps) got away. The Synod reflected on
whether deacons can baptize, and on how much the whole church calls and
sends the ordinands, and how much the bishop does so – or the bishop and a
small gang.

Vasey Lecture 2004

But the fun came where we were not expecting it. The Commission
recommended that the Preamble and the Declaration of Assent should be
read privately to the archbishop at the consecration of bishops, as the Oaths
are already done. But Canon C15 currently requires it to be read publicly
before the congregation, as is done in the ASB Ordinal which is in use. So,
following the ‘General Approval’ debate on the ordinal, we began a process to
alter the Canon and its requirement of this public Declaration of Assent. But
the Synod was marginally irritated at it and defeated the proposal, so the
Ordinal in turn cannot now be changed in that way. The amending canon was
also going to relieve archdeacons of the task of presenting candidates for
deacons’ and presbyters’ orders – so that change cannot now be made either.
Now the draft text has gone off to Revision Committee. I am putting in my
submission – and would love to get shot of all the secondary ceremonies
which have kept creeping in ever since Brian Brindley was bamboozling the
Synod in 1977-78. The Commission goes on making reference to anointing,
footwashing and symbols of office (over and above a Bible). I fear that
optional ceremonies, once in the book, create their own kind of auction in
practice, with ordinands (and sometimes bishops) itching for a bundle of
them…
The Rt Revd Colin Buchanan is the Bishop of Woolwich,
and former editor of News of Liturgy.

The Liturgical Commission has asked
Praxis to make some of the draft texts
from Times and Seasons available on
the Praxis website. To view and/or copy:
www.praxisworship.org.uk.

This year’s Vasey Lecture will be given
by Revd Canon Dr Chris Cocksworth
(Principal of Ridley Hall) on the subject of
‘Evangelical Anglican Eucharistic
Theology’. It will take place in the Leach
Hall at st John’s College, Durham on
Wednesday 27 October 2004 at 5.00 pm.

Ecclesiological Society 125
Anniversary Essay competition
The Ecclesiological Society, since it’s
foundation 125 years ago ‘has continued
to study church buildings, furnishings,
stained glass windows and other artistic
embellishments, liturgy and music’. To
celebrate the society’s 125th anniversary,
an essay competition has been launched
with a £500 prize. For details of the
competition go to www.ecclsoc.org.

The most recent booklet in the
Grove Worship Series is No. 178
Preaching a Sermon Series with
Common Worship by Phillip
Tovey.
Joint Liturgical Study No. 56 is

Infant Communion—The New
Testament to the Reformation.
Both are available from Grove
Books at www.grovebooks.co.uk
or telephone 01223 464748.
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